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RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING LIST 2020 
Kindergarten Entering First Grade 

 
REQUIRED READING – The Listening Walk by Paul Showers 
Upon return to school, students should be prepared to complete a classroom 
activity that correlates with the required summer reading. 

 
Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez-Neal When Alma’s father shares family stories 
about the origins of her long beautiful name, she gains an appreciation for its uniqueness and connection 
to her history. Martinez-Neal uses smudgy graphite and colored pencil to convey a soft palette that gently 

transports readers into Alma’s rich ancestral past. 2019 Caldecott Honor Book 2018 Grade Level K-3 

 

Blue Sky White Stars by Sarvinder Naberhaus In this text, the same words describe both the fabric of 
America and the Star-Spangled Banner. Beautiful illustrations coupled with sparse text make this 
seemingly simple book meaningful and thought-provoking as readers weave their way through the history 
of the nation and its flag. ©2017 Grade Level: K–2 
 
Moses Goes to a Concert by Isaac Millman Moses and his schoolmates, all deaf, attend a concert 
where the orchestra's percussionist is also deaf. Includes illustrations in sign language and a page 

showing the manual alphabet.2014 Grade Level K-2 
 
Nana in the City by Lauren Castillo A young boy spends an overnight visit with his nana and is 
frightened to find that the city where she lives is filled with noise and crowds and scary things. But then 
Nana makes him a special cape to help him be brave, and soon the everyday sights, sounds, and smells 

of the city are not scary—but wonderful. 2015 Caldecott Honor Book 2014 Grade Level K-3 
 

Narwhal Unicorn of the Sea by Ben Clinton Narwhal is a happy-go-lucky narwhal. Jelly is a no-
nonsense jellyfish. The two might not have a lot in common, but they do they love waffles, parties and 

adventures. Join Narwhal and Jelly as they discover the whole wide ocean together. 2016 Grade Level 
1-4 

 

Snowy Nap by Jan Brett  Snow is on the way, and as Hedgie trundles around the farm all his friends 
tell him of the winter-time fun he will miss as he hibernates--Icicles decorating the chicken coop! Lisa 
making snowmen! The pond turned to slippery ice! It sounds so amazing, Hedgie decides to stay 
awake instead of going to his burrow. But then a snowstorm starts. 2018 Grade Level K-3 
 

Thank You, Omu! by Oge Mora Everyone in the neighborhood dreams of a taste of Omu's delicious 
stew! One by one, they follow their noses toward the scrumptious scent. And one by one, Omu offers a 

portion of her meal. Soon the pot is empty. 2019 Caldecott Honor Book 2018 Grade Level K-3 
 

Thunder Boy Jr. by Sherman Alexie Thunder Boy Jr. is named after his dad, but he wants a name 

that's all his own. Just because people call his dad Big Thunder doesn't mean he wants to be Little 

Thunder. He wants a name that celebrates something cool he's done, like Touch the Clouds, Not Afraid 

of Ten Thousand Teeth, or Full of Wonder. New York Times Notable Children's Book of the Year ©2016 

Grade Level 1-3 

 
Trombone Shorty by Troy Andrews Hailing from the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans,  
Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews got his nickname by wielding a trombone twice as long as he was 

high. A prodigy, he was leading his own band by age six, and today this Grammy-nominated artist 



headlines the legendary New Orleans Jazz Fest. 2016 Caldecott Medal Book and Coretta Scott 

King Award ©2015 Grade Level 1-4 
 
Truman by Jean Reidy Truman the tortoise lives with his Sarah, high above the taxis and the trash 
trucks and the number eleven bus, which travels south. He never worries about the world 
below…until one day, when Sarah straps on a big backpack and does something Truman has never 
seen before. ©2019 Grade Level 1-2 

 

 


