
 
 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL SCHOOL  
RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING 2022 

  Sixth Grade Entering Seventh Grade 
 

REQUIRED READING – Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Upon return to school, students should be prepared to complete a classroom activity 
that correlates with the required summer reading. 
 
Read at least one of the books from the list (Reading Olympic Elementary List 2023) below. 
Choose according to the first letter of your LAST name. Each student is required to complete a 
Summer Reading Book Report about this book. Open the link on the Summer Reading page, 
Summer Reading Book Report Grade 5-8, and print it out. Complete and bring the report to 
school with you on the first day. 
 
Last Name: A - L 
 
The Alchemist by Paul Coelho Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago, who travels from his homeland in 
Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a treasure buried near the Pyramids. ©2014 Grade Level 7-8 NBDB 
National Book Awards Nominee for Translation, Grand Prix des lectrices de Elle for roman, Premio 
Grinzane Cavour for Narrativa Straniera, Corine Internationaler Buchpreis for Belletristik 
 
The Candymakers by Wendy Mass Four children have been chosen to compete in a national competition to find 

the tastiest confection in the country. Who will invent a candy more delicious than the Oozing Crunchorama or the 
Neon Lightning Chew? ©2010 Grade Level 7-8 
 
Forever, or a Long, Long Time by Caela Carter Flora and her brother, Julian, don’t believe they were born. 

They’ve lived in so many foster homes, they can’t remember where they came from. And even now that they’ve 
been adopted, Flora still struggles to believe in forever. ©2017 Grade Level 7-8 
 
Full Cicada Moon by Marilyn Hilton It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to go to the moon. But 

for half-black, half-Japanese Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town is enough to make her feel 
alien. ©2015 Grade Level 5–8 
 
Genevieve’s War by Patricia Reilly Giff Thirteen-year-old American girl Genevieve has spent the summer of 

1939 at her grandmother’s farm in Alsace, France. Then she makes an impulsive choice: to stay in France. It 
proves to be a dangerous decision. World War II erupts.©2017 Grade Level 6-7 
 
In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you wouldn’t 

guess it by his name: his father is part white and part Lakota, and his mother is Lakota. When he embarks on a 
journey with his grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, he learns more and more about his Lakota heritage—in particular, 
the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most important figures in Lakota and American history. ©2015 Gr. Level 6–8 
 
The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz On a dark 

night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. Their 
adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and 
save the land from a farting dragon. ©2016 Grade Level 6-10, 2017 Newbery Honor Book 
 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt It only takes a few hours for Turner Buckminster to 

start hating Phippsburg, Maine. No one in town will let him forget that he's a minister's son, even if he doesn't act 
like one. But then he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a smart and sassy girl from a poor nearby island community 
founded by former slaves. ©2013 Grade Level 6-9, 2014 Newbery Honor Book 
 
Loyalty by Avi When his father is killed by rebel vigilantes, Noah flees with his family to Boston. Intent on avenging 

his father, Noah becomes a spy for the British and firsthand witness to the power of partisan rumor to distort facts, 
the hypocrisy of men who demand freedom while enslaving others, and the human connections that bind people 
together regardless of stated allegiances. ©2022 Grade Level 6-7 
 
The Notorious Benedict Arnold by Steve Sheinkin Most people know that Benedict Arnold was America's first, 

most notorious traitor. Few know that he was also one of its greatest war heroes. This accessible biography 



 
 

introduces young readers to the real Arnold: reckless, heroic, and driven. ©2010 Grade Level 6-9, 2014 Newbery 
Honor Book Beacon of Freedom Award, YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction, Margaret A. Edwards 
Award 
 

Last Name: M - Z 
 
Race to the Bottom of the Sea by Lindsay Eagar Merrick the Monstrous, a pirate who kidnaps Fidelia for her 

marine knowhow, takes her on an adventure to find a treasure lost on the ocean floor. A scientist, an inventor, a 
huge shark, a librarian, and the Royal Navy are all part of a story that keeps readers wondering how they are all 
connected and why a dying pirate is so intent on finding his lost treasure. ©2017 Grade Level 6–8 
 
Reaching for the Moon: The Autobiography of NASA Mathematician Katherine Johnson by Katherine 
Johnson As a young girl, Katherine Johnson showed an exceptional aptitude for math. In school she quickly 

skipped ahead several grades and was soon studying complex equations with the support of a professor who saw 
great promise in her. ©2020 Grade Level 6 
 
The Red Bandanna by Tom Rinaldi Welles Crowther always kept a red bandanna with him, a gift from his father. 

Little did he know how that bandanna would help him in a time of crisis, during the fall of the South Tower of the 
World Trade Center. Readers will be fascinated by the story of an ordinary man who did extraordinary work to save 
lives of others while sacrificing his own.©2017 Grade Level 6–8, Winner of the Christopher Award, Notable 
Social Studies Book 
 
Riding Chance by Christine Kendall Troy is a kid with a passion. And dreams. And wanting to do the right 

thing. But after taking a wrong turn, he's forced to endure something that's worse than any juvenile detention he 
can imagine-he's "sentenced" to the local city stables where he's made to take care of horses. ©2016 Grade 
Level 6–8 
 
So B. It by Sarah Weeks She doesn't know when her birthday is or who her father is. In fact, everything about Heidi 

and her mentally disabled mother's past is a mystery. When a strange word in her mother's vocabulary begins to 
haunt her, Heidi sets out on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past. ©2004 Grade Level 6–8 
 
Soar by Joan Bauer Jeremiah is the world’s biggest baseball fan. He really loves baseball and he knows just 

about everything there is to know about his favorite sport. So when he’s told he can’t play baseball following an 
operation on his heart, Jeremiah decides he’ll do the next best thing and become a coach. ©2017 Grade Level 6–
7 Texas Bluebonnet Award Nominee, Vermont Golden Dome Book Award Nominee, William Allen White 
Children's Book Award Nominee, and Bluestem Book Award Nominee 
 
Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper Stella lives in the segregated South; in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be 

exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can't. Some folks are right, pleasant. Others are a lot 
less so. ©2015 Grade Level 6-8, Pennsylvania Young Readers' Choice Award Nominee, Vermont Golden 
Dome Book Award Nominee, Judy Lopez Memorial Award for Children's Literature Nominee, NAACP Image 
Award Nominee for Youth/Teens, NCTE Charlotte Huck Award, and Rebecca Caudill Young Readers' Book 
Award Nominee 
 
Strongheart: Wonder Dog of the Silver Screen by Candace Fleming Based on a true story, this absorbing novel 
from the duo behind Giant Squid and other books introduces Strongheart, a German shepherd that worked as a 
police dog in Germany until his discovery by Hollywood director Larry Trimble in the early 1920s. ©2018 Grade 
Level 6-7 
 
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a 

mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into 
her class. ©2016 Grade Level 6-8, 2017 Newbery Honor Book 

 


